
An Idyl Of The Wabash And Other Stories

AN IDYL OF THE WABASH AND OTHER STORIES
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made

ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set

out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego

him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first

of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon

the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas,

who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city,

whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his

abode..The Twelfth Night of the Month.."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.? ? ? ? ?

Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in

pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their

favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of

them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their

souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in

fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest

make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his

[one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah,

O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue

none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing

thunder..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment,

ii. 230..111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR.

(163).? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".Old Woman, the Merchant and the King,

The, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the

Reckoning-Day!.On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came

in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the

Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais

three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to

him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath

returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and

found him not..NOTE..So, when he arose in the morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him;

whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out

and kill him, and in his house are four staves and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and

deliver himself from the vipers?' When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the

vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.Quoth

Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the

nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His

perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted

her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and

repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..He

abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do,

and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the

earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the

mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on along the high road

three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the

sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night anhungred, and when he

arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of

the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling
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of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and

foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth

to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out

and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we

may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.? ? ? ? ?

O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..Endeavour against Persistent Ill

Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my

case; consider well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second

save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he

knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth

circulate..?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl."There was once, of old

time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the

merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and

grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is

handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to

me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the

man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the

Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir

Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their

exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another

story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to

you.".106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.One day, there came a ship and in it a

merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he

acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he

with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and

the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..(When Shehriyar heard this,

he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God who hath occupied me with this

damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the vizier, I will assuredly spare

Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the

Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none

guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him,

whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are

with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai

(172) looked at him and said,.Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he

said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and

doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain

and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come

to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and

obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the

king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy

grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father

delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved

pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy

mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened

the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she

who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was

made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)

might show forth her innocence before witnesses..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.Awhile after this, two merchants presented

themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the

cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the
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two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser

worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin

and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is

the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand

of him who followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him,

thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the

Portress xviii.? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".? ?

? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..So he fell to resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his

sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he

returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing

and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished]

of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The

people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a

strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..? ? ? ? ? Had we

thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.When it was the second day, the second of

the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter

and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when

he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a

grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar

of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that

which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And

what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his

wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he

might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence

have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the

desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are

those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss

him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him

and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I

have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he

did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not

come.'.? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.When

it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the

princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and

this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was

looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern.

See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long

repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All

this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and

what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to

the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs

art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth

me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and

when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest

thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir

signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".? ? ? ? ? Unto

its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.? ? ? ?

? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the

Old Sharper dccccxl.12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel-

loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.81. The Foolish Schoolmaster
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dclxvi.27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth

from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking

the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to

singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me;

after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me,

"May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but

henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..When

the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee,"

answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him

that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him.

The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she,

and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a

whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself

with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance

in my company And flout the time that languishing doth go..Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she came

forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following verses:.? ?

? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king

of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his

company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth

of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled.

Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and

the eunuch], aswoon...At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller

and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.The king approved her speech

and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah,

he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother

Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and

envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..When King

El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with

long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have

adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present;

wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy

commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated

themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other]

instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? b. The

Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment

and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him

with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the

goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord;

whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her

blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent,

quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city

and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words

and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to

Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city

that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El

Muradi and his crew]..Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..Queen Shuaaeh was

moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said,

'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth

to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun

rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they
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warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and

jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted

with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and

ambergris..However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my

privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather together on me and I

shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A

madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran

in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them

that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised

God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my

pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate and drank

and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there

befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me].

Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day,

her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He

opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and

foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I

will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at

the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy

or public," answered I, "open to me.".Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I

brought her what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant

kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of

rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the

parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying,

'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she

would have him; and none is without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou

must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men,

and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little

eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.Merchant and

his Sons, The, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me consent..So he repaired to

the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned

devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she

opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile.

Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and

standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and

went away..Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman

and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him,

'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she

expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he

question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and established her in his

lodging and entreated her kindly..? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.Accordingly the

nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on

her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to

thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then

he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's

embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my

spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I

fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So

his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and

his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty
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citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came

to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached

him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..Then, when he rode to his house that he

had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses

and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten

black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as

many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal

to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his

station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn

longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the

bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to

him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However,

the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of

thee; and as the byword says in verse:.? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of

me..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that],

whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this

outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen

Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a

ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over

against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be

sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands,

so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and

take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let

our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her,

saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an

eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover,

they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..Ishac entered, he

and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching

how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with

us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and

his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and

it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had

touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.They lighted down without the place

and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and

wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its

people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take

counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His

blessing.'.When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives."

Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks

and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter

in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as

thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring

from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this my letter.".Thereupon there sallied forth

to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his

adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith!

Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared

to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then

the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I

have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and

still on slaying me are bent!
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