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When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew, when he came to complain of the
loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which five thousand
dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road,
laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture, beat him again,
saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would not confess. So we beat him a third and
a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an end of beating and
tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul
with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may assain..Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii.
19..Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the
Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So
the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut
curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became
in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the
river..When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain
his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after
awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.'
When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to
depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he
came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..? ? ? ? ? a. The First
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.WOMEN'S CRAFT..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by
dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and
misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his
condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily
in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and
assigned him one who should serve him..When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth
from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking
the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to
singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii.
135..WP="BR1">.When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not
what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast?
Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she
is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I
forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O
my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not,
they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the
Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me
from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon
of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my
neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".The Fifteenth Night of the Month..When the Khalif
heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the
cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it
that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast
goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till
they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..They knew him forthright and rising to
him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee
nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a
place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered
thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike
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thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not
suffer thee live a single hour.'.? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he
riseth, and not in the sky..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it
wore..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him
but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged.
By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written
upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and
said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay
thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the
false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went
away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced
to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he
said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and
discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek
refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee?
Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and
paper and wrote the following verses:.39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the
standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war.
Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in
his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the
third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife
raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased
not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning
themselves [and the issue of their affair]..Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast
them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who
marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden,
(106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and
the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down
on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls
for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.So Iblis drank off
his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered
them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and
gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of
roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I am the
champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking
leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to
the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the
slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and
flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off
Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth
quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon
the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of
the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he
may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and
uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled
with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the
morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and
no tidings.'.? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he
fare..83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..When he
heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my mother and father! Allah!
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Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money of me. When I kissed his
head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to me all that had been
taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave me to drink
thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have bread and salt
passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I
am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured themselves of me by an oath. Then they
brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er
Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to
his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El
Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into
the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw
into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen]
of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed,
"By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round
among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she
struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El
Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere
eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the
stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the
Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their
salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked
the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to
her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he
shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them,
"Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered
they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came
out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently,
so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades
and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they
heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that
she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she
contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a
trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an
end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..'Know, then,' said
the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind,
one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such
an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I
will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and
the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and
there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head
and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God,
am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch
cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and
entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed
concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? Whenas
the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master
of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that
which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to
his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him
a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye
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have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made
answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of
police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It
is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever
fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have
easance, without fear..? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..?
? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and
pale..Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the
booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days'
journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir
[took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man
in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were
amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with
herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to
Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..When the king had departed on his journey,
the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might
look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so
that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of
trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that
which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make
thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he
repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy
her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at
the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and
he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well
thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee,
O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and
indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him
on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the
folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him,
'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge
hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word
and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him
a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The
very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and
accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her
couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to
him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for
all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this
place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and
fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the
tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner
fruits and sweet-scented flowers.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and
delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind
and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the
lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we
[set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..Wife and the Learned Man,
Khelbes and his, i. 301..I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be
affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I
am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when
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I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my
mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I
might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a
poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me
with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me
whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service,
and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she
gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me
didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..Merchant and his
Sons, The, i. 81..It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I
came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered
I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited
her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day."
Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a
handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I
feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying,
"By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?"
And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord,"
answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and
the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..When the news reached El Aziz,
he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and
the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with
the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops
(104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the
approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about
him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father,
the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he
was certified of this, he and his troops..Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.Then Ishac seized upon her
hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even
myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.'
'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not
moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and
self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a
number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and
how God caused the viziers' malice revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour
with the king and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I
am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be mute.".? ? ? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards Hudheifeh
driven you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great might..Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an
underground passage communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover
had lessoned her and he went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for
that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret
passage, and going up, sat down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded
at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground
passage to her chamber and donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her
husband and make friends with them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee
that she resembleth me and I her, and there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.As for the woman, whenas the man
went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no journeying for me in woman's attire.' Then she donned
men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did she leave going till she entered a certain city. Now the
king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw the devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to
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her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him wisdom and renunciation and religion.' Her father
rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter in his palace. Now they were in one place and the
king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God;
but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.One day, as he
went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided
him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She
consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that
which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed
to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an
excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end,
a door, whereon was a padlock..Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!'
Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he
turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the
Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered
he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all
of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress
of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..? ? ? ? ? c. The
Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.Then said El Aziz to the King of
Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is
ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and
opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest"
So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is
gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the
stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her
own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, I will marry her to him.".Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up
on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell]
to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment
and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit
and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode
with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who
was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.Fuller and his Wife, The,
i. 261..N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.The Fourth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his
tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came
forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the
world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the
Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's
life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with
thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".As
he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found
him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So
he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with
Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir,
cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew
their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of
them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of
you will be saved.".King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst
the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old
man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and
thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..There was once, of old
days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a
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vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most
High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word,
and on this wise he abode a long space of time..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged,
up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door
opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth
[first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door.
When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she
arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,'
answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and
indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he
might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to
do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt
el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in
thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their
way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is
my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the
Faithful...? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.So
King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to
her and found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and
preferred her over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say
nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to
him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah,
after the name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after
some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.? ? ? ? ?
They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises
dcxxxiv.He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he
should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other than the
herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his
sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on
along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city
on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night
anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.Accordingly, the hangman took him and
bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may
lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear
God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk
of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and
that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release
him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him
and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk
twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for
thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou
sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name
Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.Old Woman
and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him
with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif
advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es
Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is
told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the
Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..When the evening evened, the king summoned
the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.Then she wept and the old woman with her and the
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latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed,
O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the
Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit
and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw
Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the
Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth."
Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and wept..I clipped her in mine arms and
straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125.."There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called one
Zourkhan and the other Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor a more
pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms; so his
heart clave to her and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow
me to consult her, and if she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'
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