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THIS IS THE FIRST PAGE of the Book of the Dark, written some six hundred years ago in Berila, on.Otter's breath was coming hard. Hound put
his hand on Otter's hand for a moment, said, "Don't.darkness of the trees a stream ran out, green-banked, with many brown trodden places where
cattle."Does Mother know?" Diamond asked..up the street with him..inside a rocky grotto. It was like ten, fifty Gothic naves formed out of
stalactites; veined deposits.Deeds, lays, songs, and popular ballads are still composed as oral performances, mostly by.about dragons. You know
there's been talk of them flying over the Inmost Sea as far east as Gont..Then for a while he held still, body and mind, beginning to understand for
the first time where."We're coming into Thwil Bay now. Where there's no wind but the wind they want.".The idea of a school for wizards made
him laugh. A school for wild boars, he thought, a college for dragons! But that there was some kind of scheming and gathering together of men of
power on Roke seemed probable, and the idea of any league or alliance of wizards appalled him more the more he thought of it. It was unnatural,
and could exist only under great force, the pressure of a dominant will-the will of a mage strong enough to hold even strong wizards in his service.
There was the enemy he wanted!.He heard behind him the next tune start up, the viol alone, strong and sad as a tenor voice:.it woven?".perhaps it's
an ordinary gift for shaping and transformation. I'm not certain.".want.".thoughtful. "Powers you have, yes, all kinds of little traits and tricks. A
clever lad. But not.wondered, it being winter and all, and you being on the roads. But with that horse, I thought you.magic without giving up their
sexuality, were described by celibate men as temptresses, unclean,.by this wild scheme, now she was embarked on it. There was no telling. She was
solemnly, heavily.His old master was sitting in the grass near the pond, eating an apple. Bits of eggshell flecked the ground near his legs, which
were caked with drying mud. When he looked up and saw Ogion's sending he smiled a wide, sweet smile. But he looked old. He had never looked
so old. Ogion had not seen him for over a year, having been busy; he was always busy in Gont Port, doing the business of the lords and people,
never a chance to walk in the forests on the mountainside or to come sit with Heleth in the little house at Re Albi and listen and be still. Heleth was
an old man, near eighty now; and he was frightened. He smiled with joy to see Ogion, but he was frightened..mage, a pale man from the North
named Gelluk, who was much feared in Havnor.."Did you think I was one of their eunuchs? That I'd castrate myself with spells so I could be holy?
Why do you think I don't have a staff? Why do you think I'm not at the School? Did you believe everything I said?".powerful spells of protection
woven and rewoven by the wise women of the island, and had no.stylized conches were shooting forth, while above them raced the words INFOR
INFOR INFOR.someone were at my heels. The next street headed up and ended at an escalator. I thought that."Go on," the wizard said, and he
went..the word to say to him.".They came out into the calm, open evening air. The west still held some brightness as they crossed.Irian had waited
some hours in the Doorkeeper's chamber, a low, light, bare room with a small-paned window looking out on the kitchen-gardens of the Great
House - handsome, well-kept gardens, long rows and beds of vegetables, greens, and herbs, with berry canes and fruit trees beyond. She saw a
burly, dark-skinned man and two boys come out and weed one of the vegetable plots. It eased her mind to watch their careful work. She wished she
could help them at it. The waiting and the strangeness were very difficult. Once the Doorkeeper came in, bringing her a plate with cold meat and
bread and scallions, and she ate because he told her to eat, but chewing and swallowing were hard work. The gardeners went away and there was
nothing to watch out the window but the cabbages growing and the sparrows hopping, and now and then a hawk far up in the sky, and the wind
moving softly in the tops of tall trees, on beyond the gardens.."Have to wash my feet every time I come in," he grumbled. He walked in gingerly.
The wood was so.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (18 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:30 AM].delicate network -- a glass cylinder might have looked thus, its base in the earth, its tip in the.So the pattern of the years was set for
Tern. In the late spring he would go out in Hopeful, seeking and finding people for the school on Roke-children and young people, mostly, who had
a gift of magic, and sometimes grown men or women. Most of the children were poor, and though he took none against their will, their parents or
masters seldom knew the truth: Tern was a fisherman wanting a boy to work on his boat, or a girl to train in the weaving sheds, or he was buying
slaves for his lord on another island. If they sent a child with him to give it opportunity, or sold a child out of poverty to work for him, he paid them
in true ivory; if they sold a child to him as a slave, he paid them in gold, and was gone by the next day, when the gold turned back into cow
dung..Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never heard of a wizard.Dragonfly rolled her head round on her neck,
stretching till the vertebrae cracked, stretching out.were squatting on their haunches, heads close together, laughing. Something intense or
uncanny.inconceivable. "I'll be all right," she said. "So the Namer, and you - and the Doorkeeper?".But a year or so later he saw Diamond out in the
back garden with his playmate Rose. The children were squatting on their haunches, heads close together, laughing. Something intense or uncanny
about them made him pause at the window on the stairs landing and watch them. A thing between them was leaping up and down, a frog? a toad? a
big cricket? He went out into the garden and came up near them, moving so quietly, though he was a big man, that they in their absorption did not
hear him. The thing that was hopping up and down on the grass between their bare toes was a rock. When Diamond raised his hand the rock
jumped up in the air, and when he shook his hand a little the rock hovered in the air, and when he flipped his fingers downward it fell to
earth.."Never fear," Diamond said, turned on his heel, and strode out. A string of dried sage caught on.silent and went sidling back to the house
with their tails down..come back to this other place and this other man, whose use-name he couldn't remember, though he.more distracted by
whatever it was he sensed in the earth or air, and through him Ogion felt that.. So he calls it the King. If you find him his King, he'll treat you well.
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He's often here. Come.the island, a sea no boat could venture out in..perhaps of ill fame. There was some mystery or shame connected with Ard.
Though he was talkative,."I'm all right," she said..Otter had seen, with bluish eyes. Grey and black hairs curled here and there on his chin and.Otter
passed the domed chamber of the roaster pit and its hurrying slaves, and climbed slowly up.and stone. You'd best go on. Farewell, Aihal. Keep
the-keep the mouth open, for once, eh?".back into death and left us here alive - what would we do? What comes next?".spells made and annotated
by a wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there is usually one copy only.."Of course I'll bring my band," Tarry said, "fat chance I'd miss it! You'll
have every tootler in the west of the world here for one of your dad's parties.".I sat down. My fingers were unsteady; I wanted to hold something in
them. I pulled a."Maybe I came to destroy Roke.".She stared at him with those strange eyes, as unreadable as a sheep's, he thought. Then she burst
out: 'You lived there? You studied there? Do you know the Archmage?"."What else can you do, Diamond?" he asked..Hemlock might have known
then what he was up against; but having told the boy he would not be his master any longer, he could not in conscience command him. "You have a
true gift, Essiri," he said, using the name he had given the boy in the springs of the Amia, a word that in the Old Speech means Willow. "I don't
entirely understand it. I think you don't understand it at all. Take care! To misuse a gift, or to refuse to use it, may cause great loss, great
harm.".after it the dragons ceased their hostilities for a while, it is certain that Orm survived it, and."He won't be angry? They say wizards have
short tempers. Full of pride.".me so that she could learn how to do it! Just because I learned how to play music from you, did I.The early kings and
queens of Enlad, among whose names are Lar Ashal, Dohun, Enashen, Timan, and Tagtar, gradually increased their sway till they proclaimed
themselves rulers of Earthsea. Their reign extended no farther south than Ilien and did not include Felkway in the east, Paln and Semel in the west,
or Osskil in the north, but they did send explorers out all over the Inmost Sea and into the Reaches. The most ancient maps of Earthsea, now in the
archives of the palace in Havnor, were drawn in Berila about twelve hundred years ago.."It would be a terrible long way," said Mead..roads, but
here the streams ran slow among the pastures..pleased her, tonight. She drifted and floated, her hands slipping over silken underwater rocks
and."Free!" said the tall woman, and her voice cracked like a whip. Then she looked at her companions,."Indeed, for the sailors feared him too, and
kept him bound that way all the voyage. When the Doorkeeper of the Great House of Roke saw him, he loosed his hands and freed his tongue. And
the first thing the boy did in the Great House, they say, he turned the Long Table of the dining hall upside down, and soured the beer, and a student
who tried to stop him got turned into a pig for a bit... But the boy had met his match in the Masters..dwindled into trifles. Might Diamond go (as his
mother's uncle had gone) to the School of Wizards.signs glowing in the air: LOCAL CIRCUITS. I came to an escalator that held quite a few
people..and ship traffic dwindled under piracy, cities and towns withdrew inside defensive walls; arts,.To bring the past along with us through time
in the hold-alls of myth and history is a heavy.the west of the world here for one of your dad's parties.".had bequeathed him. Crude, monstrous,
useless, it lay in the dark of his mind for sixty years,."They say," said Ayo from the shadows, "that there's an island where the rule of justice is
kept.Neither of them had been on Pody. It was a sleepy southern island with a pretty old port town, Telio, built of rosy sandstone, and fields and
orchards that should have been fertile. But the lords of Wathort had ruled it for a century, taxing and slave taking and wearing the land and people
down. The sunny streets of Telio were sad and dirty. People lived in them as in the wilderness, in tents and lean-tos made of scraps, or shelterless.
"Oh, this won't do," Crow said, disgusted, avoiding a pile of human excrement. "These creatures don't have books, Tern!".to him that neither was
his wife seeing the witch anymore. For years they'd been thick as thieves,.He told Birch that he had received a sending from his teacher on Roke,
the Master Hand, and must.fire steadily moving through the air: SOAMO SOAMO SOAMO, a pause, a bluish flash, and then.stubbornness and
harshness of crags, peaks, but without falling into mechanical imitation,.him to, and sobbed in weariness, and slept..halfway out the door. I went to
put my foot on a step, but there was no step. Between the metal.Kargs have maintained a society that appears to be little influenced, except
negatively, by their.He stood there for a while, bewildered. It seemed to him that it was not by his own act or.The great guilds, since their network
covers all the Inner Lands, answer to no overlord or authority except the King in Havnor..he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it.
"Illiterate wizards are the curse of."Silence is not enough, my lord," said one who had not spoken before. To Irian's eyes he was very.and their
history together into "A Description of Earthsea." Its function is like that of the.sweater?".maintained a hostel there for all who came to
worship..He told her, as well as he could. "We were strangers. Yet she gave me her name," he said. "And I.wrong, something amiss. He looks
ruined, she thought, a ruined man..Havnor," he said. "My teachers told me not to use magic to bad ends, but they lived in fear and.like diamonds..but possibly it was not a real tree -- I saw people standing; I approached them, then walked.Farther along were halls for games of some kind; large
rainbow wheels revolved, silver pipes.Roke seemed probable, and the idea of any league or alliance of wizards appalled him more the more.follows
a fault in the earth, and jaws that have opened may shut.."I don't know. Hold on! A person from Adapt was supposed to meet me at the station.
I.After the first outcries and embraces, the servants and his mother sat him right down to.Otter sat up at last. He was wet, cold, bewildered. Why
was he here?.did not like them. He did not like what Hound told him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered."Ah," San said, coming to the door,
and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master."And cast wide!" He looked from one to the other again. "I wasn't well taught, in the
City of.which it's not only difficult but actually wrong, harmful, to suppress.".saw the red ridge of the mountain in the dawn. Anieb died while he
held her, her ruined face.they too were young and heroes. There girls walking out to fetch the cows home tell stories of the.of a lighted ship far out
at sea, in darkness, in the rain..could not rouse him. "He is dead," he said. "The breath will not leave him, but he is dead." So we."It doesn't
matter."."Is she hurt?" the woman said. "Oh, the traitorous vermin!" She was stroking down the mare's right.it thickened and darkened, creeping out
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over the slow waves..The one with a voice like a deep-toned bell looked at her too, and spoke to her with a plain, kind severity. "As I see it, the
man who brought you here meant to do harm, but you do not. Yet being here, Irian, you do us and yourself harm. Everything not in its own place
does harm. A note sung, however well sung, wrecks the tune it isn't part of. Women teach women. Witches learn their craft from other witches and
from sorcerers, not from wizards. What we teach here is in a language not for women's tongues. The young heart rebels against such laws, calling
them unjust, arbitrary. But they are true laws, founded not on what we want, but on what is. The just and the unjust, the foolish and the wise, all
must obey them, or waste life and come to grief."."Things don't mix," he said. "They ought to, but they don't. I found that out. When I left the
wizard, I thought I could be everything. You know -- do magic, play music, be Father's son, love Rose.... It doesn't work that way. Things don't
mix.".smithy. As soon as Rose got there, Diamond said, "He wants me to go study with Master Hemlock!.THE KARGAD LANDS.kind of trance,
and having done them, sat down in the grass with her back against the house wall,.it included practices otherwise called "high arts," such as
healing, chanting, changing, etc..tales, and songs, is written in the characters properly called Hardic runes. Most Archipelagans."But not the words
of the Making."."Ah," said one of the women, the taller of the two, and she laughed. But she did not answer the gesture.."Speed the work," he said
gravely.."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them all. She felt that she should thank them for their courtesy but the words would not
come. She nodded stiffly to them, turned round, and strode out of the room.."They sent me here. They said, "All the foreigners in one basket."" The
stranger was in his.and had not recognized it, back then, before the earthquake that had sunk a half mile of the coast.order of field and garden, the
building and care of the house and its furniture, the mining of.Though like any power they could be perverted to evil use in the service of ambition
(as was the
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