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Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he

feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by

laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he

could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered

the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do

thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and

made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..When the troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted

in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should

suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover,

all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were

filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the deserts and the cities..When she had made an end of her

verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,'

answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as

neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent

dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had

bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and

those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the

circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein

were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to

describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST

LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content." So runs

the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from

Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery

and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and

he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile

after this, the old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this

piece of stuff in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they

said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper thee!".141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.The Fourteenth Night of the Month.."There was

once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never

forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot

that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then

said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me,

in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work

[for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore,

and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the

servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.They lighted down without the place

and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and

wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its

people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take

counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.? ? ?

? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..My flower

a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of

his grace once more to reunite..Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set

with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the

magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of

Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden

among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the

pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find
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her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.When her

husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place,

abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and

made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said,

'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are

these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour

against Persistent Ill, i. 70..Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults

of grief and woes abide?.? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst

excuse me still..? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..71. Yehya ben Khalid

and the Poor Man dclvi.109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape

and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little

thing to brook that unto it pertain..Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of

Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.126.

Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other

would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw

that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that

calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that

which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening

up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife,

with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..64. Tht Vizier of

Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a

whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink

and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she

fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went

out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story

dccccxxxviii.'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his

sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these

twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted

to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for

the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished

upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of

[his reunion with] his wife and children..Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he

assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor

day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make

thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif

called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.They tell

that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad]

after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side,

and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye

transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am

the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in

their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a

ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the

king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought

such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the

goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave,

his fashion and degree?.Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence

of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road

and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind

[and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the
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lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of

dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving

sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of

what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By

Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round

among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she

struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king

might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his

former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known

from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the

perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that

wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and

forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified

above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to

twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are

three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and

denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his

favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..? ? ? ?

? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his loved

one holds the only Spring for his eye..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they

decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And

Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them

the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".The master of police held his

hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am

the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk

[crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said

to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the

sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So

the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and

heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With

looking on thy face can never sate their drought..?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..I was once an officer in the household of the Amir

Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and

he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported

to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private

with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this

story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the

street in question one night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what

place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What

while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..82. Said ben Salim and the

Barmecides cccxcii.So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and

yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee;

wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her,

'[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and

bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide

two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? f.

King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.When they came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw,

and questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the

Magian saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels

and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and

called aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our
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mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair

and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..Now in that town

was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his

own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish

in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left

the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to

harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of

money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me

open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said

to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down;

whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of

God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither

handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell

in it..Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house,

found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou

this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress;

but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and

bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath

made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like

thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her

husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with

her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair

and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.One night,

when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out

from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak,

which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their

sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of

mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..Mariyeh folded the letter and

gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and

serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five

damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose

name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning

the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.The billows of thy love

o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..And the king bade him depart to his own house..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of

Butter dccccii.Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For

parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him

meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and

they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a

single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it

eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I

enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest]

crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said,

'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with

these men, wherefore praise be to God!.Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and

the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till

they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the

damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel

and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When

Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and

thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing,
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teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in

the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and

her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked

on her..God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that

my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl

dlxxxvi.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and

descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred

dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him,

'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer

and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to

him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's

words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent

therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on

the sea, so he might travel..Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and

drub the nape of thee!.God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking

leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to

the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the

slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and

flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off

Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth

quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his

father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded

and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison,

Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what

was in his heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and

hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy,

there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded

and his charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to

blame, and God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am

fearful of his craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is

this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be

captain over such an one of the marches.'.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only

Lord would know;.FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth."

And Jerir recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of

friends is troubled aye..On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch

came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand,

committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee

favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of

heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and

saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a

numerous army, despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself

thither with his army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the

rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a

whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and

great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man

took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing

on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her

hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst

the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The young man

saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I
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