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danced on the stops, and the fife played a short jig. It hit several false notes and squealed on."He won't come here?"."Conscience caught him," said
the Namer. "Conscience told him he alone could set things right. To do it, he denied his death. So he denies life.".mended their nets. There was a
hearth there, and they would light the fire. People came even from.generosity, after three years, to pay his passage to Roke. That was all Dulse
knew about him..You are no child. You have no name.".of?".at the dock to take her, and the wind, I can tell you, will stand fair for Way.".felt no
wind; it must have been blowing higher up, and the voice of the trees, steady, stately,.writers. . . Lem has accomplished the difficult illusion of
showing us a future world which may."Well, this boy did learn at last to tame his anger and control his power. And a very great power it was.
Whatever art he studied came easy to him, too easy, so that he despised illusion, and weatherworking, and even healing, because they held no fear,
no challenge to him. He saw no virtue in himself for his mastery of them. So, after the Archmage Nemmerle had given him his name, the boy set
his will on the great and dangerous art of summoning. And he studied with the Master of that art for a long time..troubled time; its story casts light
on how some of the customs and institutions of the.Brown Bucca, his favorite, shook herself and said her name a few times. The others said
nothing..deceiving his parents, he couldn't resist this knowledge, and the kindness and praise of his poor.He traveled far in the Archipelago, even
out into the East Reach. He never went to the same town or island twice without years between, letting his trail grow cold. Even so he began to be
spoken of. The Child Taker, they called him, a dreaded sorcerer who carried children to his island in the icy north and there sucked their blood. In
villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children about the Child Taker, as an encouragement to distrust strangers..In Veil's words he saw, all at
once, the other side of Ember's impatience, her fierceness, her."Learn our strength!" said Medra..observing this scene..into which he had put the
few drops of quicksilver. His eye always on Otter's eye, he unsealed the.Dragonfly peered close at Rose's work. Rose brought out a maggot,
dropped it, spat on it, and probed again. The girl leaned up against the ewe, and the ewe leaned against the girl, giving and receiving comfort. Rose
extracted, dropped, and spat on the last maggot, and said, "Just hand me that bucket now." She bathed the sore with salt water. The ewe sighed
deeply and suddenly walked out of the yard, heading for home. She had had enough of medicine. "Bucky!" Rose shouted. A grubby child appeared
from under a bush where he had been asleep and trailed after the ewe, of whom he was nominally in charge although she was older, larger, better
fed, and probably wiser than he was..wish as well as his?".It took him a long time to cross the cavern. He put his bad arm inside his shirt and kept
his good.more to the trees, where she went alone, as far as the mind can go. Medra walked there too, but.Grove because the leaves of the trees
spoke your name to me before you ever came here. Irian, they.welcome. "Tell us how you came here."."Destroy us? Destroy this hill? The trees
there?" She looked down to a grove of trees not far from the hill. "Maybe Segoy who made them could unmake them. Maybe the earth will destroy
herself. Maybe she'll destroy herself through our hands, in the end. But not through yours. False king, false dragon, false man, don't come to Roke
Knoll until you know the ground you stand on." She made one gesture of her hand, downward to the earth..Golden owned the mill that cut the oak
boards for the ships they built in Havnor South Port and Havnor Great Port; he owned the biggest chestnut groves; he owned the carts and hired the
carters that carried the timber and the chestnuts over the hills to be sold. He did very well from trees, and when his son was born, the mother said,
"We could call him Chestnut, or Oak, maybe?" But the father said, "Diamond," diamond being in his estimation the one thing more precious than
gold..the songs and be prepared for his naming day.".do it, he denied his death. So he denies life.".hands, burned his tongue away when he tried to
speak..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (62 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].summers..her own silken flanks, her legs sliding through waterweeds. All trouble and restlessness washed.The slave stood by, motionless. All
the people who worked in the heat and fumes of the roaster tower were naked or wore only breechclout and moccasins. Otter glanced again at the
slave, thinking by his height he was a child, and then saw the small breasts. It was a woman. She was bald. Her joints were swollen knobs in her
bone-thin limbs. She looked up once at Otter, moving her eyes only. She spat into the fire, wiped her sore mouth with her hand, and stood
motionless again..We passed a number of half-empty bars, shopwindows in which groups of mannequins.them. Maybe a child the parents are
grieving for. In the witch's hut, in the darkness, they hear."Morred's Isle," he said.."She walked with the dead, sometimes," Ayo said very low. "In
the forest, down towards Faliern. She knew the old powers, those my grandmother told me of, the powers of the earth. They were strong there, she
said.".Thirty years before, the pirate lords of Wathort had sent a fleet to conquer Roke, not for its wealth, which was little, but to break the power of
its magery, which was reputed to be great. One of the wizards of Roke had betrayed the island to the crafty men of Wathort, lowering its spells of
defense and warning. Once those were breached, the pirates took the island not by wizardries but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil
Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their slave takers carried off men, boys, young women. Little children and the old they slaughtered. They fired
every house and field they came to. When they sailed away after a few days they left no village standing, the farmsteads in ruins or desolate..While
Morred sought to free his people from these spells and to confront his enemy, Elfarran returned with their year-old child to her native island, Solea,
where her own powers would he strongest. But there the Enemy followed her, intent to make her his prisoner and slave. She took refuge at the
Springs of Ensa, where, with her knowledge of the Old Powers of the place, she could withstand the Enemy and force him off the island. "The
sweet waters of the earth drove back the salt destroyer," says the poem. But as he fled, he captured her brother Salan, who was sailing from Enlad
to help her. Making Salan his gebbeth or instrument, the Enemy sent him to Morred with the message that Elfarran had escaped with the baby to an
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islet in the Jaws of Enlad..dragons had taken to setting fire to boats that went west of Hosk, and harried ships even in the.then suddenly you come
out under the sky. In the Court of the Fountain, in the very deepest inside.He walked down the straggling street of Purewells to Sans house, which
was about midway, opposite.Patterner, dweller in the Immanent Grove, master of meaning and intent."Breathe, breathe, breathe," Gelluk said,
laughing, and Otter tried not to hold his breath as they.the larger bits of eggshell under loose dirt, patting it over them neatly. "Of course I know
the.Windkey led them. His thin, keen old face looked strained and weary, but he greeted the four mages.the fountain..tower were naked or wore
only breechclout and moccasins. Otter glanced again at the slave,.milk. Her eyes grew wide in surprise. Something like a mocking smile touched
her lips. She.When he was Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he had encouraged his master in the study of the lore of Way, finding himself free while
Gelluk was off doting on his quicksilver. But Gelluk's abrupt fate had shaken him. There was something mysterious in it, some element or some
person missing. Summoning the useful Hound to help him, Early had made a very thorough inquiry into what happened. Where Gelluk was, of
course, was no mystery. Hound had tracked him straight to a scar in a hillside, and said he was buried deep under there. Early had no wish to
exhume him. But the boy who had been with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was under that hill with Gelluk, or had got
clean away. He had left no spell traces as the mage did, said Hound, and it had rained very hard all the night after, and when Hound thought he had
found the boy's tracks, they were a woman's; and she was dead..The Changer stared openly at her. He was not as tall as she was. He stared at the
Doorkeeper, and."In my judgment, you do," he said..haired Dune was so eager that Ember said he wanted to start teaching sorcery to every child
in.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (43 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].The donkey leaned its head hard against his hand so that he would go on scratching the place just above its eyes and below its ears. When he
did so, it flicked its long right ear. So when he parted from the donkey he took the right hand of the crossroad, though it looked as if it would lead
back to the hill; and soon enough he came among houses, and then onto a street that brought him down at last into the town at the head of the
bay..he said, and let her go. She walked up the street and stood before the door. She looked back then,.dim at first, mere dots and lines, then lifting
up their bright banners, the white city at the."But she was only a girl like the others, too," Mead said, and hid her face. "A good girl," she
whispered.."Father does. He saw some of the stuff we were practicing. But he says Hemlock says I should come.get out of it yet. He drowsed a
while, drifting away from Irioth.."What was your errand in O Port?".Otter knew that a moment was coming when he might get free of Gelluk: of
that he had been sure since last night. He knew also that in that same moment he might defeat Gelluk, disempower him, if the wizard, driven by his
visions, forgot to guard himself-and if Otter could learn his name..went by. Only at a crossroads an old donkey grazing a stony pasture came over
to the wooden fence.After a bit Otter nodded left, away from the grey stone tower. They walked on towards a long,."Nothing to do with us, that lot
at the old place," Birch said, displeased. The tactful Ivory.near them, moving so quietly, though he was a big man, that they in their absorption did
not hear."Have you ever kept goats?" Dulse asked, in the same soft, polite voice..home in Havnor; the stone cell, and Hound; the brick cell in the
barracks and the spell-bonds.want to read the Book of Names, you can come with us.".vanished in a silent blackness that rose slowly higher. The
master looked at that. "Witchwind, you."They say," said Ayo from the shadows, "that there's an island where the rule of justice is kept as it was
under the Kings..than I, did this for me. Standing in front of me was a girl, perhaps twenty years old, in something.The light had come back into
Diamond's dark eyes..was fond of children and animals. He liked all beautiful things. It was pleasant to have a young."Weren't human?".with the
King of the Kargad Lands..but eventful six years that Ged was Archmage of Earthsea. And the last story, "Dragonfly," which.on Roke Island?
Might he (as that uncle had done) gain glory for his family and dominion over lord.Reaches there is often no government other than the Isle Parley
and the Town Parleys. In the Inner.He could eat only in the cell, where they took his gag off. Bread and onions were what they gave.went down to
the dogs and the horses and the cattle, and swore to them that she would be loyal to."And were you. . . betrizated?".and banish darkness from the
islands forever. The Firelord took dragon form to fight Erreth-Akbe,.to speak a Summoning instead, and the spell had begun to work before he
realised what he was doing.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (111 of 111)
[2/5/2004 12:33:32 AM].He stood in the locked room in the dark and knew he would go free, because he was already free. A.to O Port. I was
spared alone from drowning, last night, when a witchwind struck." He was silent.A pause. "This," Diamond said. His voice was level. He looked
neither at his father nor his.not even the hall that I had left: I knew this by the absence of those enormous columns. But, then,.across her half-filled
glass, until the end of the golden chain around her fingers dipped into the."Put it away," she said, with another laugh, and a flurried motion of her
hands. "If you can cure..The boy was in fact a workman of the first order, carpenter, cabinetmaker, stonelayer, roofer; he."Now I won't have him
here no more," Berry said, coming master of the house over her, with the.speakers (like most Hardic speakers) do not realise that their languages
have a common ancestry..The fashion of the time among the nobility was to have a wizard in their service, a genuine wizard.potions used in aid of
lust, jealousy, and malice. And a child's gift for magic became a thing to."Are there still marriages?".stranger. When they saw Irioth they looked
uneasy. San went into his house and the stranger."I hope so," said Tuly..an eye for beauty, and liked to look at the old house dreaming away in the
dappled light of the."Are there any wizard musicians?" he asked, looking up..there were no clear spaces here. Being a head taller than those around
me, I was able to see that.They saw it, they said it..The town at the bay's head, Thwil, shared something of the uncanniness of the Knoll and the
Grove, for though the raiders had run through it seeking slaves and plunder and setting fires, the fires had gone out and the narrow streets had sent
the marauders astray. Most of the islanders who survived were wise women and their children, who had hidden themselves in the town or in the
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Immanent Grove. The men now on Roke were those spared children, grown, and a few men now grown old. There was no government but that of
the women of the Hand, for it was their spells that had protected Roke so long and protected it far more closely now..door lintel to protect a house
from fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people.."Oh, but it is. I'll bet you had to unlearn every spell I taught you. Didn't
you?"."Practice," Rose said, rather sourly. "I know." She flicked a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly
back at her, and the two flitted and flickered a moment before they fell back to earth as pebbles. Diamond and Rose had worked out several such
variations on the old stone-hopping trick..How long can you stay?"."The Ring of Peace is healed," said the Herbal, in his patient, troubled voice,
"the prophecy is fulfilled, the son of Morred is crowned, and yet we have no peace. Where have we gone wrong? Why can we not find the
balance?".what he ought to have said. He did not want to encourage the boy to spend any more time on music,."So. . . how old are you,
really?".Maharion and Erreth-Akbe became "hearts brothers." They spent ten years together fighting the Kargs, whose occasional forays from the
East had in recent times become a slave-taking, colonising invasion. Venway, Torheven and the Torikles, Spevy, Perregal, and parts of Gont were
under Kargish dominion for a generation or longer. At Shelieth on Way, Erreth-Akbe worked a great magic against the Kargish forces, who had
landed in "a thousand ships" on Waymarsh and were swarming across the mainland. Using an invocation of the Old Powers called the Waterlore
(perhaps the same that Elfarran had used on Solea against the Enemy), he turned the waters of the Fountains of Shelieth-sacred springs and pools in
the gardens of the Lords of Way-into a flood that swept the invaders back to the seacoast, where Maharion's army awaited them. No ship of the
fleet returned to Karego-At..Time passed as always in the Grove, not passing at all it seemed, yet gone, the day gone quietly by in a few long
breaths, a quivering of leaves, a bird singing far off and another answering it from even farther. Irian stood up slowly. She did not speak, but looked
down the path, and then walked down it. The four men followed her..did not know what to say. How difficult all this was..Who opened it to rich or
poor,."Silence is not enough, my lord," said one who had not spoken before. To Irian's eyes he was very strange-looking, having pale reddish skin,
long pale hair, and narrow eyes the colour of ice. His speech was also strange, stiff and somehow deformed. "Silence is the answer to everything,
and to nothing," he said..little else of Archipelagan culture, having no commerce, no agriculture, and no knowledge of other.cow dung.."In Havnor,
years ago, I was in servitude. Those who freed me told me about a place where there."If it hasn't rusted shut," Dulse added..was low and the air
smelt fresh but sour and cattle were bawling outside. He had to lie still and.him as he was said to use people, emptying their minds like little sacks,
then everyone on Roke."It always seemed to me they're sort of alike," he said, "magic and music. Spells and tunes. For."He was here!" she cried.
"That foul heart, that Thorion!" She strode to meet the Patterner as he."There's people all over these parts, and maybe beyond, who think, as you
said, that nobody can be wise alone. So these people try to hold to each other. And so that's why we're called the Hand, or the women of the Hand,
though we're not women only. But it serves to call ourselves women, for the great folk don't look for women to work together. Or to have thoughts
about such things as rule or misrule. Or to have any powers.".They had little trust in men. A man had betrayed them. Men had attacked them. It was
men's.Medra woke in pain, in darkness. For a long time that was all there was. The pain came and went,."They may be friends. Did I say it was an
easy life?" A pause. Hemlock looked directly at Diamond..wizards' spells were made, was the word turres. He had said it meant semen. Otter's own
gift of.him I wasn't coming back, he thought, his last words in Hardic, his last grief, for he was in the.Gelluk wore fantastic clothes, as many of his
kind did in those days. A long robe of Lorbanery.ignorant superstition, practiced by women, paid for by peasants..her bed. Nearing the house, he
heard crockery breaking. The father, the drunkard, came wobbling.castration and butchery. He had a pleasure in their trust in him, a pride in it. He
should not,.in labor when her womb contracts. That was Ogion's thought, even as he said, "What did you mean,.This was another of the reasons
Diamond loved her..It was then that village sorcery, and above all women's witchery, came into the ill repute that.with a spell, if I have to. And the
band, they're all right. Labby isn't as bad as he looks..The idea of a school for wizards made him laugh. A school for wild boars, he thought, a
college for dragons! But that there was some kind of scheming and gathering together of men of power on Roke seemed probable, and the idea of
any league or alliance of wizards appalled him more the more he thought of it. It was unnatural, and could exist only under great force, the pressure
of a dominant will-the will of a mage strong enough to hold even strong wizards in his service. There was the enemy he wanted!.Songs and stories
indicate that dragons existed before any other living creature. The Old Hardic kennings or euphemisms for the word dragon are Firstborn, Eldest,
Elder Children. (The words for the firstborn child of a family in Osskilian, akhad, and in Kargish, gadda, are derived from the word haath,
"dragon," in the Old Speech.).flex his aching wrists and work his lips that had been smashed against his teeth for hours. "The.At first he was
overwhelmed with fierce fantasies of power and revenge: he would free the slaves, he would spellbind Gelluk and hurl him into the refining fire, he
would bind him and blind him and leave him to breathe the fumes of quicksilver in that highest vault till he died... But when his thoughts settled
down and began to run clearer, he knew that he could not defeat a wizard of great craft and power, even if that wizard was mad. If he had any hope
it was to play on his madness, and lead the wizard to defeat himself..He told Dragonfly very little of his plans, largely because he made few,
trusting to chance and."Didn't know you were after him. I've been after him a long time. He fooled me." Hound spoke
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