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ON THE EDGES OF ELFLAND
"O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called
King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in
marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her,
and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou
art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the
throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and
dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how
dear.? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and
the Parrot dcccclxxx.?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..WP="BR1">.Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup,
gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose
and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions
and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred
thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at
their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of
gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden
and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house
wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..Then he turned to the
woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her
husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that
which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and
torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily,
there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered
she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me
the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes
brimmed over with tears at her story..? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged
to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's
safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by
[hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The
king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave
him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their
country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his
daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied
themselves with the affair of the damsel..My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..So we abode there, daily expecting death, and
whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months
and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and
we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little
victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I
was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How
long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most
High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain,
and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..Reshid (Haroun er) and the
Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..However, he would not be
denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he
took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the
king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic,
and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his
advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have
brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but
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they found her not..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in
me fed..Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC".?
? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose
use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were
ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within
it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over
against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the
tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an
exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from
her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you
hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our
consciences.'.Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three
sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and
they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of
her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis
came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the
day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would
reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade
seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another
took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my
hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that
was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and
their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this
day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when
he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of
game we have caught.'.Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days
had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never
again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more
extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him
[many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people
waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his
custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the
capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would
stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".When the king heard this
story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he
abode at home [till the king should summon him to his presence.].? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and
verses thereanent..When the evening came and the king sat in his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and required of him the story of the thief
and the woman. Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king, that.Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who
whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce, they never would assign. (194).Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.Now this
letter was written with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was
to the following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to
the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a
brother and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we
are sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of
Balms and a present after the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to
favour us by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'.49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of
tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As
ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.The Eighth Day..When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought
the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on
which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and
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abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and
coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and
after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men
of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before
him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in
setting forth his virtues and excellences..? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dlxxix.Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..Accordingly,
Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So
she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest
that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right],
for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that
he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two
hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".All intercessions come and all alike
do ill succeed, ii. 218..Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife,
first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and
these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High
had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of
Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their
houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the,
i. 70.105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I
will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but
for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will
not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer!
Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the
virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee! Would
our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier
betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in
speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a
solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a
device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When
the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying,
"I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who
bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights,
drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be
blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the
queen, "And I also will say thus.".Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and
said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold,
he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou
shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes
and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and
intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a
mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain
and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the
time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and
leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said,
"What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;"
whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened
not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony,"
O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let
me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done
of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad
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the Sailor cclxix.Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for
him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that
which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and
said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also
will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of
experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee
see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the
assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..When
the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?'
And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came
hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on
the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the
chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120)
thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion that presented itself
to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it was [soft] as the
breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the
vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon
in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen
thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said
to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at
her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was
it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S
STORY..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to
be endured of mountain nor of plain..? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down
my head upon my bowl..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still
wast by my side..So he fell to resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had
gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the
physician's sayings to memory and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the
names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?'
Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit
me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou
wilt.'.Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.When
thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi
and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water,
for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its
place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it
and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of
linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my
guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with
the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the
stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban
from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a
lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I
pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and
said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided
him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..?OF CLEMENCY..So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and
made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are
like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.? ? ? ? ? Read
thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..I marvelled at this with the utmost
wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought
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him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.Some
misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which was translated by Dr. Habicht and included, with a number
of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol. of the extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a complete translation of the
1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression that this long but interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the Thousand Nights
and One Night, been suggested that a complete translation of it should be included in the present publication. The Romance in question does not,
however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part of the Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an examination of the Table of
Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights are accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the
Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights) at the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into which other detached tales, having
no connection with the Nights, appear to have also found their way. This being the case, it is evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no
way comes within the scope of the present work and would (apart from the fact that its length would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly
improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should I come across a suitable text of the work, I may make it the subject of a separate
publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future consideration..? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment
or despite..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..? ? ? ? ? His
love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..Then he kept them under guard, and when the
morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the
son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his
session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".80. The Schoolmaster who
fell in Love by Report dclxv.Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to
him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will
turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert
him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace,
she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So,
when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to
reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls,
Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee
betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".So they carried him into
the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman,
and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant
and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his
kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the
obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought
but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my
intent.".? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..It is said that En
Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken
and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon
he built over them a monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew
him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he
enriched him..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan
Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his
daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the
viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they
bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..Conclusion.The Fifteenth Night of the Month..She laughed and answered, 'O my
lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was
three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and
used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and
taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell
to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the
lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed
it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of
the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)
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vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou
healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit
of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in
the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.? ? ? ? ? u. The
Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the wine got the
mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this night, seeing
that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword, stationed
himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he was of
those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the
youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the
Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my
love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and
my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed,
for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art
thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".On like wise, O king," continued
the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit
me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and
endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".Seventh
Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East
to the West, might avail..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my
sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and
wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied
that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to
me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And
he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath
opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished
me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the [promised]
story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163)."O
king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk
from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God
that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the
king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will,
he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O
king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from
himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born
child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained]
period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou
knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls,
and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with
Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom
was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw
eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who
hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from
first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning
may not be hidden.'.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.Woman
accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and
witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present'
She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the
Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden,
till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him
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how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen
Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed
upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to
change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba,
and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him
the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to
her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which
had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels
and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that
she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among the Jinn..Presently, the chief workman came to
the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming
kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all
the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity,
(59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of
honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the
grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son
El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it
and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered
the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had
wroughten..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that
poured as 'twere a tide..Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by
him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast
not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed
woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him,
'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be
admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not
escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for
whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.When Hafizeh had made an end of her
song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the
Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and
improvising, sang the following verses:.?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY.
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