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When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the
blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a
tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there
came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.So he repaired to
the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned
devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she
opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile.
Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and
standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and
went away..? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor cclii.Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three
thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and
that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I should be consoled for the love of my lord and
my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.When I came forth, I swooned away: so I sat
down till my trouble subsided; then I made for my comrades and said to them, "I have found the booty and the thief, and I affrighted him not
neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now, come, let us go to him, so we may make shift to lay hold upon him." Then I took them and
repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured me with beating, meaning to make him taste the like of that which he had done with me and
lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed into the water-wheel and seizing the keeper, pinioned him..When King Shah Bekht heard this,
he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and
come again at eventide..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..N.B.-The Roman
numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,
sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and
rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of
Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to
the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him
and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the
merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas
brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the
merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who
aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.When they were grown familiar with him, the
queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness,
she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and
that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her
father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the
last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of
marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried
in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..Then they told the damsel, who came
forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave
him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's
house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his
hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and
nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and
make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in
to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness
and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her
affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was
prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about
her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart
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and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him
for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..When Aamir heard
his lord's verses, he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and
day, traversing plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they
arose in the morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..Then the Khalif went in to the
Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of
colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole
heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to
my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the
Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady
Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232)
dcxlvi.Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad
news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,'
rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and
he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou
come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and
despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a
handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's
father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered
of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..The Fourteenth Night of the Month..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The
Seventh, iii. 224..When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea,
they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a
custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the
morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures
[of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the
Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the
killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to
Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii.
28..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a
parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered
I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of
earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I
saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself
till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a
bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom
I was going about.'.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as
that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i.
138..Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh
was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she
took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no
answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have
heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary
his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father
the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it
[from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.73. Mohammed el Amin and
Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his
reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High
and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease
to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so
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extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose
from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..86. Omar ben el Khettab and the
Young Bedouin cccxcv.Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for
his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's
counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no
means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?'
Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth
him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou
sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she,
'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.I went forth
one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me
and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of
this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the
river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him,
"Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth
of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the
perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.155.
Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.? ? ? ? ? Ye've
drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..Then they left him and dispersed and one of the
sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his
house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went
his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place
where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the
first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took
his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the
daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..Then came forward the
fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..The eunuch fell
a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death,
but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy
death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me
and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and
the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan
feebly..When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but
ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He
fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the
closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and
falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit,
they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the
lion had made an end of them..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without
fear,.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the
kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put
them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself.
Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection
and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..Let destiny with loosened rein its course
appointed fare, iii. 211.Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..163. Abdallah the
Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccccxl.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion,
and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was
a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them
stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the
folk..?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to
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transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the
Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might
assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine,
praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..117.
The Favourite and her Lover M.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE
"TALES FROM THE ARABIC"."When I [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What
hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the
wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in
to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth
before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I
would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have
thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh
dlxviii.Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint
in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he
should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he
should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said,
'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed
with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in favour and
in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean
maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of
the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two
hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her,
he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with
him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or
poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced
pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him
and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were
past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to
his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124)
than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy
nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of
Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..? ? ? ? ?
Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The
Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..? ? ? ? ? k. The
Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be
discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay
upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and
said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this
wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.'
The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i.
53..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..144. The Lovers of
the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..Then the astrologers made their
calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them,
'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in
the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an
affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give
us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be
at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my
endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed
exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said
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to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she
turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she
improvised and recited the following verses:.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst
she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him.
Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them,
who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of
favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no
fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat
down on the chairs aforesaid..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we
had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..Meanwhile,
Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and
said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them
about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold.
Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and
crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves
and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise
and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O
Commander of the Faithful!".When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and
sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest
that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss."
Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together;
and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from
him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl
ccclxxxiii.'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound
it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a
horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense
[from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far,
he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I
erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me,
"Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also;
so go in peace."'.Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves
dcxxvii.? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..As he was thus,
behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast
down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared
on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl
ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir,
cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew
their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of
them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of
you will be saved.".? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God
incontinent." (119).A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of
almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her,
[found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!"
When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned
him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried
Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth
but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away
from thine..Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to
Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with
'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif,
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how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the
meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced
in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of
the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover,
she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him
that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her
and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture
that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and
how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after
her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which
had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders
and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among the Jinn..When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the
kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had
never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his
presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old
man obeyed his commandment..Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out;
whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and
his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place
of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done
this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and
buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.? ? ? ? ?
And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving
wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle,
narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.?THE FIFTEENTH
OFFICER'S STORY..One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk!
Tell me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O king,.'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself
upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains.
Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that
beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail."
Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief
answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but
the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done
and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon
for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in
supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of
the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented
and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that
palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her,
by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to
whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..When the king heard this, he said in
himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story
of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii
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