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? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and

said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him.

When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou

overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But

women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also

and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast

him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her

[all that had betided him], whilst she wept..75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story

of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy

reckonest;.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray,

wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh,

sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.So the wicked man attained that which

he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of

the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the

excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and

summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man

from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and

hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he

enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend

cccli.(When Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God

who hath occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare

the vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).When the night came, the king sat in his

privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.Quintessence of Things, The

King who knew the, i. 230..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..Algates ye

are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ? And

dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.Vizier Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and

his, i. 215..Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last;

so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king

laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed

their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who

maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste

and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a

body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as

they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two

Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and

her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be

peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours

and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have

gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace

and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and

thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is

fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the

twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after

me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire,

before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.On the

morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day.

Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his

adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at
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the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was

grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what

said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I

came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon

as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and

knocked at the door..Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with

stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a

Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for

Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and

the king.".29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..? ? ?

? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full

many a doughty knight,.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and

sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer

than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers

working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou

with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave

him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg;

whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said

to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the

throne of the kingdom.'.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an

exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them

and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would

restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took

them and clapped them in prison..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi

said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime

been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from

first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the

Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi,

"Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his

affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth,

have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an

end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).Then they left him and

dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of

burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure

and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and

acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore,

for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and

divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his

brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his

time..The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and

embraced her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then

said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute

and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..When he heard her words,

the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his

sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in

the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know

me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was

one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with them without payment and give them nothing..As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping

till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho,

Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said,
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"The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head,

raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful,

the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our

lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to

thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S

DAUGHTERS. (154).So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion

and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest

in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul

was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I

beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".? ? ? ?

? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress

dcccclxxxv.Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize

yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief

turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And

he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released

me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou

hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.Meanwhile, news

came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin

boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in

the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so

go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and

occupied themselves with their play till the evening..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.Queen Kemeriyeh

embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance,

for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with

swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid,

who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him

engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And

Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten

possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now

Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that

which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the

earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming,

from his back..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas.

When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away.

After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter,

and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said,

"Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then she changed the measure and improvised

the following:.? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.93. El Feth ben

Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the

[special] service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave

them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.'

Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide

on this wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back,

as he were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high

rank with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his

transgression?" And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to

seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she

loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their

fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is

private with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the
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Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was

used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just

to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to

see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women

are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and

others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan,

'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the

story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that

which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband,

'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.'

'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow

them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then

they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the

village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..Governor, Story of the

Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.So King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar

with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and found her overpassing the description

wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her over all his women and his love for

Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son,

Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his

father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he reached

the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission

[to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast

it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently

gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me

and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall,

bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me,

"What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they

would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she

practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her

down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King

Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty

and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and

was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and

said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a

woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here

and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'.Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him,

'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than

Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the

lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to

repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what

seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed

her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and]

presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to

her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation

[of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her

lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of

the Barmecides, i. 57..158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and

put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither,

when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee

for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the
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day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers

fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put

the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou

art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base

origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou

hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may

speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to

themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and recognizing him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and

prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled with an exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath

befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the

thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but

God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..Accordingly, Shefikeh

went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she

saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I

have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that

she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on

whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two

hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".When the evening evened, the king

summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O

august king, that.One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to

kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of

the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss

my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever

attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I

offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will

not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and

this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..The Twenty-Second

Night of the Month..Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest

not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou

not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my

hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to

him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king

said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw

an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who

sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this,

I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good

heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in

honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case,

lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him

than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared

me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin

girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to

the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed

with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs

disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will

and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and

loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the

morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman .

dcxxvi.Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might

have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the
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merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may

console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By

Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea

parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years

passed..After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he

acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he

answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from

regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he

might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before

them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it

upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the

king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the

damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their

separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would

have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves,

and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank

it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver

thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom

belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying,

'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted

in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried

her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself;

but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of

his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he

should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did

this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him

fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the

city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and

said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any

to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some

days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..Then the king

took counsel with himself to build his son a bath and adorn it with various paintings, so he might show it to him and divert him with the sight

thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced thereby and that the obsession of travel might cease from him and he be turned from [his

purpose of] removal from his parents. So he addressed himself to the building of the bath and assembling architects and builders and artisans from

all the towns and citadels and islands [of his dominions], assigned them a site and marked out its boundaries. Then the workmen occupied

themselves with the making of the bath and the setting out and adornment of its cabinets and roofs. They used paints and precious stones of all

kinds, according to the variousness of their hues, red and green and blue and yellow and what not else of all manner colours; and each artisan

wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art, whilst the rest of the folk busied themselves with transporting thither varicoloured stones..All

this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said,

'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and

Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee!

What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the

mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing

from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,'

replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting

his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life!

Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end

and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn?

But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may

speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no
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regard for thy life?'.116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the

people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they

proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had

made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by

night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his

wife, the daughter of his father's brother.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story."

And the youth said, "O king,.Then he thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about his middle a quiver and a

bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him

assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among

the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of the mosques..When Ibrahim heard this, he let

fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.'

Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt

have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a

nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in

pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when

Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it

was scarred..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went

out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she

saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which

she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of

colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I

will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The

answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them

across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two

staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered

him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a

vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the

throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the

pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore

with patience that which betided him..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou

dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his

bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and

the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this

weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this

tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish;

but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El

Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the

full moon. I brought her what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is

abundant kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle

of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the

parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying,

'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she

would have him; and none is without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou

must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men,

and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little

eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.? ? ? ? ? O

skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..Meanwhile Shah

Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had

betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the

nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking
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upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said,

'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of

him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his

windpipe..Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Meanwhile, news was

brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the

prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the

prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the

Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return."

Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin

called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed.

This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a

dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed

his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into

another calamity..A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and

his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they,

"[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth

he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"]

answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is

in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come

forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written

therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of

marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be

had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she

said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".82. Said ben Salim

and the Barmecides cccxcii.'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought

audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he

heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon

her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent

the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part

with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these

words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou

bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air,

betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.Whenas mine eyes behold thee

not, that day, iii. 47..? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine

of contentment regale..On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide

came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin

Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and

caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the

Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to

Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and

they sought him there and found him not..A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard

and donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute,

out of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid

down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free,

he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When

the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required

her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and

how she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that

breathe were surely first and sole..?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King

and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various
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joys, all kinds of care and dole..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's

Wife dcliv.When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august

king, that.There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five

thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes,"

answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him,

"Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came

the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of

him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with

himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on

one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we

straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him

before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of

compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told

him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten.

Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his

commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest

of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted

him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had

wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the

dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad,

Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go

back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to

him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters,

commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with

the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other

king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..Zubeideh, El

Mamoun and, i. 199.When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he

himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to

his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God

the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..So saying, he

fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk

heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the

Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in

upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This

is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant

answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I

answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'
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