The Mating Of Lydia

THE MATING OF LYDIA
? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..By Him whom I worship, indeed, I
swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old
Bedouin dclx.?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..Then the eunuchs
went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders
of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their
heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the
Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they
both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as
amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon.
Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than
drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their
eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second
dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and
she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.Baghdad, El Abbas and the
King's Daughter of, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? By
Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.Then said she to the villager's son,
'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness
that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against
whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the
robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to
[the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon
for him and prayed for him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have
forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.19.
The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so,
when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding
it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with
it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon
they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit
thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright
and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man
whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered
with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and
another Sultan and a third headsman..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.Ishac stared at her and seizing her hand, said to
her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an end of her song but before the
Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and wast not sold to any, and thou of
this skill, more by token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.115. The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel
cccclxiii.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the
like of costly gems and bright;.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I
had wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and
captains and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of
honour of silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir
and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover,
King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that
time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered
to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and
returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son
and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate
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that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents
of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.'
Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house;
and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..Officer's Story, The
Twelfth, ii. 179..? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath
driven me to despair..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.So El Merouzi went away and the
other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never
be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money;
and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and
tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou
dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou
wilt.'.82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love
thou didst requite.35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.Then the king summoned the cadi and the
witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three
days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead
and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..When King
Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my
case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the
perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and
hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened
anew..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to
her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.'
So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and
obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following verses:.The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came
by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its
origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it
was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook,
'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What
love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and
jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her,
'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry
me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon
me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and
acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry
me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's
words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier,
whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..The Twenty-First Night of the Month..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who
hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion
or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my
brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the
Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him
and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had
befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray,
filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am
about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with
verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man
and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm
absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet
they were! ii. 96.When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O
damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was
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surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she
was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars
and all its housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white
linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces
of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was
the figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be
peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace)
God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we
rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast
taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send
thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two,
iii. 145..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then,
that.When the king heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his
house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon him to his presence.].18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.? ? ? ? ?
Yea, to the earth that languished for lack of rain, the clouds Were bounteous; so it flourished and plenteous harvests bore;.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the
Slave of Love xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still
may smell of thee!.Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two
sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her
husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh
from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into
the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he
had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah
Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over
coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should
say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman
prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my
destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth
this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her
intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will
presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.When King El Aziz
heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long
versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have
adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present;
wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy
commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated
themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other]
instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day
broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morningprayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls
whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of
gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps
burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw
this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes
and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".Lo, since the day I left you,
O my masters, iii. 24..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my
sight!.With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah,"
replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the
Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house,
accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to
me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with
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the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said,
"What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat
appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which
when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he
acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the
king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and
going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the
merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday
draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof
of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch
him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst
the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into
an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down
[from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen
into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell
a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for
that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found
themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and
whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past
count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to
the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The
Khalif, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden
line,.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..So the
prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying
aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover,
she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the
tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the
fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a dream; A lying
dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her
and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou
found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the
king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for
that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King
Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the
desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to
God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'.Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God
who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair
of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk
who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King
Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is
the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with
longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence
and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of
my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good
fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body
and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they
were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets;
(217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time!
May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,'
answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we
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are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten
leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and
question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy
lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is
fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the
twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after
me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire,
before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? But
deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the
Woman dcccxcix.Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth
Officer's Story dccccxxxix.David and Solomon, i. 275.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el
Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].? ? ? ? ? Upon
that day my loves my presence did depart;.? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?"
quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii."There was once a
king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave.
He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that
arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said
the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in
the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for
which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and
fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant,
albeit he had never before pardoned any..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and
taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said,
'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death
for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but
that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve
him..Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved gate;
and in the gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried out,
saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back, carried
her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were four
estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who beheld it
would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, unto which led up five steps of
silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and silver wrought
and broidered with pearls and jewels..The Tenth Day..So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is
this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;"
whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened
not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony,"
O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let
me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done
of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the
Merchant Hassan dcclvi.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him
before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the
king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he
used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's
throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which
betided him..Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls
and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the
slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there
remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170)
furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute
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and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following
verses:.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and
brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he
presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold,
set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was
straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of
them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his
session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to
me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".When they
were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she
was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might
continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry
her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and
when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis
and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed
them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the
realm..When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my mother and
father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money of me. When
I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to me all that
had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave
me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have
bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.'
Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured themselves of me by an
oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.48. Haroun Er Reshid
with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65.."When I
returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had
suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the
sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast,
where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came
among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..? ? ? ? ? Whose streams
beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..?STORY OF THE KING WHO
KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and
lives, upon you ever wait!.73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who
told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and
presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that
the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and
judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow
break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and
cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and
do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great
value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My
casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of
this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".When they knew that there was left him
no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's
heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need
of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt
purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and
there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made
use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God
is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set
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down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in
twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he
lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and
insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished
him and put him away..Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the
Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst
all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was
embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?"
"O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I
have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a
sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..As for Firouz, when he
went forth from his house, he sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and he
found the latter's sandal in his house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own.
However, he held his peace and spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave
him a hundred dinars. So Firouz betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted
her and gave her all that he had brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king
hath been bountiful to me and I would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart,"
answered she and arising forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and
she abode with him a month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.On this
wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband
looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my
life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned
to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the
lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the
tither.".Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..El Abbas went in and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber
aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El
Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came and finding the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water.
After awhile he revived and the king said to him, "God keep thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I
did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed me a thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch
the [chief] painter, and when he stood before him, he said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else
will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king," answered the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and
looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest thou the art of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a
rare piece of work.' So he wrought yonder portrait and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day.".Shehriyar,
Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Selim and Selma, ii. 81..? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When
was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall
open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they
were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered,
committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found
themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and
behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for
that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth
guide to all that's fair and fine.".Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted were
we since ye bade us adieu..She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind
offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to
the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the
heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after
which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and
knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..On the morrow, he betook
himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer,
'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman,
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till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped
me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist
and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy
going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I
might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured
that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the
door..Calcutta (1814-18) Text..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be
vouchsafed your sight..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi
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