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37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..A certain thief was a [cunning] workman

and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the

thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was

concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found

nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him,

'Show me thy treasure.'.THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ?

? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.Now the king was a very old man

and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people

and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth

us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of

aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth

they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!'

answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought

her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our

loved ones away..52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and

favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at

Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful

hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard

this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty

calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land

unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.? ? ? ? ?

Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..There was once a man hight

Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his

townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a

learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was

wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..The Tenth Day..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man

and the Parrot (226) xiv.? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an

thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the

presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning

upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with

her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion]

Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve

my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".Then she went up into the house and

put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my

lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the

slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and abode

with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176)

and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites,

each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth

to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other

nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do thou come up to

the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou

Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a

sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting

food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf

[and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his

face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou

not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and
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talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he

tendered it so dear. (116).Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..91. The Loves of Abou

Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of

lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth

with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made

much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the

ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion.

When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..When the king had departed on his

journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that

he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery

of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in

the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy

wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I

will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body;

wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I

may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the,

iii. 171..Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the

apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif

sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of]

the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade

her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.When the prince saw her in this plight,

he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me

to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with

Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of

his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned."

Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not

again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the

cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her

mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then

she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told

him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting

himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk

had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well

versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock

and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and

acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show

it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value,

deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket

belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for

me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again

through a Dream dcxliv.To return to the king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer,

whereat his breast was straitened and he let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which

when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he

found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and

they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved

from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing

for] this and the days passed by and the affair was forgotten..? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.Then they brought

trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were

graven the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their

pain and heat..? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he
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transgress..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".Hawk and the Locust,

The, ii. 50..Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..Then the two kings

entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them

and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward

Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and

women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and

driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he

addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the

king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew

him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards

plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou

Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he

despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas

the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show,

ii. 254..So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some

days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not,

and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205)

but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and

become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take

me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will

provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand

for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon

cclxxiii.The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his

elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee

weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up,

I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till

the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..Quoth En Numan, "What

prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy

religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a

Christian. (174).38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him

before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But

he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be

written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it

will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth

said, "O king,."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O

king,.Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..When the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the

admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan

withdraw to his lodging..74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell

to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a

caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in

that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the

thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At

last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the

boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion,

questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the

thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down

one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the

chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name

Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat

in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round and the lutes pulsed..So she
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donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he,

'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired

to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to

her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she

entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel

said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There

standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and

giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to

the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with

thee in weal.'.? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..? ? ? ? ? Far though you

dwell, I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..?Story of King Bihkerd..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the

Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that

there is no way by which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young

man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying

him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would

not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we

had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.Now over

against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the

underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this.

Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still

slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them

in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground

dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..Then she

gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she

decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting

before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his

assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget

the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And flout the time that languishing doth

go..There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of

the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win

to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his

resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He

thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen,

and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..50.

Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted

generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's

houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers

and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly

instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but

enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round

about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..So we abode there, daily expecting death,

and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five

months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on

it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but

little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that

I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How

long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most

High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain,

and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning
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and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who

were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning

her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these

verses:.Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting,

(53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.So, when he arose in the morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that

which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes,

and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his house are four staves and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two

staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?' When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what

made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the

answer, or I will seize thy good.'.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and

her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said,

'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their

evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and

I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen

Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed

their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..Dethroned King whose Kingdom and

Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the

Tither dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the

heart, what leach can make it whole?.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and

suing for my sight!.85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..Algates ye

are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting

him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's

ways still would she turn aside..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.NOUREDDIN ALI OF

DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was

intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore

thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will

I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So

Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed

the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst

the fire of longing flamed in her heart..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over

us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and

he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people

of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook

and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they

assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him

to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ?

e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love

in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and

gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..?Story of

King Ibrahim and His Son..Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a

left hand, forsaken of the right..18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..15. Ghanim ben

Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied

xlvi.Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;'

and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman

heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the

desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh,

have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What

ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is

undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do

thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath
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transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou

put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this

from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say,

'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid]

and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.? ? ? ?

? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..? ? ? ? ? The nobles'

hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do;

Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to you..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..Now Ilan Shah had three

viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became

shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter

and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us?

But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind,

and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her

in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her.

When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him

and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young

Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him,

questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee

somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and

certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks,

near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between them,

whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou

come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising

up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said

to thee.'.Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy

troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and

prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and

delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten

possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner.

But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for

her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand

cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..The Twenty-First Night of the Month..27. The Khalif

Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned

you in vain!.When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not

restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door.

However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an

illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul

was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his

face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..The season

of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..? ? ?

? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to

eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth

voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and

disasters. Then said he,.151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.Thereat Queen

Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of

earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an

hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she

took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and

sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while my body for desire in mortal peril

went!.The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair
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and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell

me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in

haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou

sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and

the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was

a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this

fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou

Tai, i. 203..Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a

long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.4. The

Three Apples lxix.? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..When the Cadi

heard this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the

merchant, "God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers

and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that

thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he

gave him a push and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is

clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.? ? ? ? ?

With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..The Twelfth Night of the

Month..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi
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